
Morning Prayer for the 5th Sunday of Lent, March 29, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn from Taizé (sing along) 
Stay with me 
Remain here with me 
Watch and pray 
 
A Penitential Office  
Hear my prayer, O Lord; let my cry come to you. Do not hide your face from me. 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
Silence is kept. 
God of all mercy,  
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done 
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore and strengthen us  
through our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
so that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen 
you by the Holy Spirit and raise you to new life in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
Introductory Responses  
Christ became obedient unto death for us,  
even death upon a cross.  
He was pierced for our sins,  
bruised for no fault but ours  
His punishment has won our peace,  
and by his wounds we are healed.  
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain  
to receive power and riches and wisdom, 
strength, honour, glory and praise. Amen.  
 
Blessed are you, God of our salvation, to you be praise and glory for ever. Full of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, Christ was lifted up so that he might draw the whole world to himself. 
May we walk this day in the way of the cross and always be ready to share its weight, declaring 
your love for all the world.  
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
Psalm 130 
1. Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2. If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 
3. For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared. 
4. I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 
5. My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 
6. O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

for with the Lord there is mercy; 
7. With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

Rescue us, O God for whom we wait, from the depths of depression and despair. 
May we trust in your mercy, know the fullness of your redemption, and share in the 
glory of your kingdom; through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
After the reading of Ezekiel 37:1-14 is a moment of silent reflection and then: 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
The Responsory  
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you;  
by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.  
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.  
We preach Christ crucified, 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
God forbid that we should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.  
 
The Gospel 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
After the reading of John 11:1-45: 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



The Canticle 
The Song of Jonah (Jonah 2:2-7, 9) 
I called to you, O God, out of my distress * 

and you answered me;  
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, * 

and you heard my voice.  
You cast me into the deep, * 

into the heart of the seas,  
and the flood surrounded me, * 

all your waves and billows passed over me.  
Then I said, I am driven away from your sight: * 

how shall I ever look again upon your holy temple?  
The waters closed in over me, * 

the deep was round about me;  
weeds were wrapped around my head * 

at the roots of the mountains.  
I went down to the land whose bars closed on me for ever, *  

yet you brought up my life from the depths, O God.  
As my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, O God, *  

and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple  
With the voice of thanksgiving, I will sacrifice to you; *  

what I have vowed I will pay: deliverance belongs to the Lord!  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  
Amen.  
 
Reflection 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen  



The Litany  
THE PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY  
With faith and love and in union with Christ, let us offer our prayers before the throne of 
grace, saying, ‘God of the deep, hear our prayer.’  
Have mercy on your people, for whom your Son laid down his life.  
God of the deep, hear our prayer.  
Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations and have pity on those torn apart by 
division. Bring wisdom to the leaders of the nations. 
God of the deep, hear our prayer.  
Strengthen all who are persecuted or victims of unjust systems on earth; strengthen all who are 
persecuted for your name’s sake, and deliver them from evil. 
God of the deep, hear our prayer.  
Look in mercy upon all who suffer and hear those who cry out in pain and desolation. Bring 
comfort to those who are affected by Covid-19, through illness or isolation or anxiety, that 
they may find relief and recovery; gladden their hearts with the vision of your glory. Bless and 
give strength to the caregivers everywhere. 
God of the deep, hear our prayer.  
Give rest to the departed and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting.  
God of the deep, hear our prayer.  
 
The Week of Lent 5  
God of suffering and glory, in Jesus Christ you reveal the way of life through the path of 
obedience. Inscribe your law in our hearts, so that in life we may not stray from you but may be 
your people.	Amen.	 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Standing at the foot of the cross and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as 
our Saviour taught us, 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
THE SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY  
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross, set us free to serve with him in joy. Amen. 
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