
LRM Council Meeting 

 Minutes 

February 24th, 2021 at 2 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Present: Hugh Mitchell (Chair), Bevin Boyd (Asst. Chair), John Richard (Sec.), Robert Percy 

(Treas.), Rev. Nick Brotherwood, Rev. Josée Lemoine, Rev. Tania Lesack, Andy Mason, Quitterie 

Roques de Borda, Mike Tott, Dave Ward. 

 

1. Opening Prayer: Josée opened our meeting with a prayer. 

2. Approval of Agenda: Mike moved that the Agenda be accepted as presented. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of January 27th, 2021: Moved by Robert, Seconded by Josée. 

4.  Business Arising from the Minutes: None. 

5. Tour de Table: 

PLL: Have held their AVM. They received financial reports from three of four parishes. 

Christ Church Mille Isles did not report but have found a new treasurer. The sale of St. Aidan’s 

buildings is in the hands of the Vicar General. Both Trinity and St. Paul’s hope to re-open in June, 

but will probably be in September. Both the Covenant and LRM Budget were approved. A small 

working group has been formed (has met 3x) to look at future paths post pandemic. They will be 

offering suggestions at a future Parish Council meeting. 

St. Simeon’s: Have held their AVM. Their finances are in good order. Their March Vestry 

agenda was full and they did not have time to consider either the Covenant or Budget in depth. 

They will discuss them at their meeting on April 26th. Andy was asked if the congregation could 

send a list of the points in the Covenant or Budget they disagree with. A cookie baking and 

distribution to seniors activity was undertaken to replace the traditional Valentine’s Day 

Luncheon. 

Grace Church: Have had their AVM. Bevin spoke of his parish’s independent spirit. They 

agree with the need for a Covenant and Budget, but are not defined by the fine points and details 

of the agreement.   

St. John the Baptist: Have had their AVM. Both the Covenant and LRM Budget were 

passed. 

Trinity, Ste. Agathe: AVM on Feb. 28th. In filing routine paperwork, they have discovered 

that their founding name was “Trinity” Church and not Holy Trinity. Trinity will now be used for 

legal and conversational purposes. Even after new December 26th Health measures community 



groups have continued to be permitted to use the Community Hall. A large inventory of the 

condition of their church buildings and potential cost of repairs has been compiled during the 

past eighteen months. The Corporation will present different scenarios at Vestry for the 

congregation to consider. 

St. Francis: The vestry respectfully declined to vote or agree on the iteration of the 

proposed Covenant at this time and commend the document for further study. They are unable 

to support the proposed budget. The issue will be addressed again at a Special Vestry Meeting 

before June 30, 2021. They have also provided a list of their concerns to the LRM Council. They 

hope to reopen in June, but probably will be in September. 

Trinity, Morin Heights: They are not quite certain what awaits when churches are 

permitted to reopen, but they are planning to go forward positively. Local Pastoral Care initiatives 

are strong which is encouraging. 

Josée: made the comparison of our currently empty churches and the stripping of the 

altar done on Maundy Thursday. Ministry will be changing to meet the needs of our post 

pandemic church. 

Tania: is busy helping to prepare liturgy for Holy Week and Bible Studies during Lent. She 

offered applause to those making vital links with distant parishioners. 

6. Clergy and New Ministries: Nick informed the Council that he had a meeting with Bishop Mary, 

who told him that the Diocese would not be renewing his contract, which expires at the end of 

August. Nick expressed his disappointment with this news as he is still connected to the LRM and 

it`s project. Hugh spoke for the group and thanked Nick for letting us know and for his service 

and contribution to the LRM in the past and in the remaining months. The Council was informed 

that it is Diocesan policy to ask clergy to retire after the age of seventy. A question for thought 

was raised: should we have been consulted as a group? 

 Bishop Mary has indicated that an assistant curate will be assigned to the LRM in 

September. 

 Josée raised concerns about her health while residing in the Rectory in Ste. Agathe. She 

and her husband have more difficulty breathing there compared to their house in Montreal. 

There is an annual water infiltration into the basement each Spring which could be responsible 

for mold in the house. There seems to be two interconnected, but separate issues. 

a) Church buildings – the parish can`t afford to repair their Rectory 

b) Housing the Team Leader – not longer in the Rectory – move to Mtl. for a few months? 

Rob suggested the formation of a committee to study these issues and to report back to the 

Council. Rob, John, Josée and Jessica Million (Dep. Warden in Trinity, Ste. A) will serve. Mike 

proposes, seconded by Rob that Josée can make a choice as to where she wishes to reside. 

Perhaps, temporarily in Montreal while churches are closed? 



 Theology in the Laurentians: Patricia Kirkpatrick would like to offer a course beginning the 

last week in April and running through May. It would be held on Tuesday mornings. 

 Post Pandemic Church: Nick is working on a follow up to the workshops moderated by 

Rev. Dr. Jesse Zink at the end of January. There exists a real opportunity and a real appetite to 

get going after the pandemic ends. He is working on creating workshops to focus on best 

practices and new ideas going forward. Currently in the research phase of seeking out material 

(especially rural and where the church is not the majority language) for a 2 – 3-week interactive 

workshop package. This will have to be built ourselves as it probably doesn`t exist elsewhere. 

 Website: Parishioner Chelsea Patterson has offered to help redevelop the LRM website 

using either the WIX or tithe.ly platform. 

7. Financial Report: The expenditures for January were presented in a new format. Clergy salaries 

are still being helped by the Federal wage subsidy program. Some small formatting requests were 

made and can most likely be accomplished. A Mme. Jacques (Lavery) was called to request a 

meeting. She only responded many weeks later. The subject was the legal bills ($15,000) her firm 

had submitted to the PLL. Their ability to pay is in question. She said that she would work on it 

and report back… No reply as of yet. Rob is also working on revenue development for the LRM 

and will propose some ideas next month. 

8. Feedback from Dio Workshops: The workshops were well received, with over forty 

participants. Breakout parish groupings were valuable for brain storming. 

9. Pastoral Care: Is ongoing and perhaps, as the pandemic stretches on, has become more 

intentional. Nick is concerned about those that are not being seen online or being phoned. Some 

previously reluctant phone targets have recently joined the conversation. 

10. Closing Prayer: Tania closed our meeting with a prayer and the Grace. 

11. Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 24th at 2 p.m. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


