
•What is the church?
•What have we learned about 

church from pandemic?
•Where are we going?



The church is…

• The body of Christ
• “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 

(I Corinthians 12:27) 
• Maturing 
• “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ, until all of us come to...maturity, to the measure of 
the full stature of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12-13) 

• A vessel for God’s diverse wisdom 
• “so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10) 



The church is…

• Built on a rock...like Peter
• “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” 
(Matthew 16:18)

• A community of reconciliation 
• “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

among them.” (Matthew 18:20) 
• “All this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” (II 
Corinthians 5:18) 



The church is…

• A community marked by a particular kind of life 
• “All who believed were together and had all things in common; 

they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need.” (Acts 2:44-45) 
• “What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you 

show contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who 
have nothing?” (I Corinthians 11:22) 

• A people set apart for a particular purpose 
• “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (I Peter 
2:9) 



The church is…

• “One, holy, catholic, and apostolic”
• In unity, set apart, universal, and sent 

• Constituted by the Eucharist 
• When we are offering our gifts to God and are joined to one another 

with the communion of saints before Christ, then we are truly being 
what we are called to be 



The church is…

• Not quite what it could be: you couldn’t necessarily work out what the 
church is meant to be by telling its history 
• “I long for the Church to be more truly itself ... Yet I must also learn 

to live in and attend to the reality of the Church as it is, to do the 
prosaic things that can and must be done now and to work at my 
relations now with the people who will not listen to me or those like 
me – because what God asks of me is not to live in the ideal future 
but to live with honesty and attentiveness in the present.” (Rowan 
Williams, Christ on Trial [2000]) 



What has been the impact of covid on the church?

• “Chief medical officers of health have brought about more change in 3 
weeks than any bishop, priest, college principal, or other church leader 
has in years.” 
• Shift to online worship and gathering
• Who is newly included? Who is newly excluded? 

• Shift away from centrality of Eucharist in worship and towards 
services of the word 
• Eucharistic fast? Eucharistic famine? Feasting on the word? 

• From mission to maintenance? New programs set aside or 
fundamentally reconceived 
• Singing? Music? 



What has been the impact of covid on the church?

Yes, keep this 
(return to this) after 
the pandemic

No, drop this after 
the pandemic

Started doing 
because of 
pandemic

Stopped doing 
because of 
pandemic



Questions 
for 
discussion

•What is one thing your church 
community stopped doing as a 
result of the pandemic that you 
are looking forward to it re-
starting when the pandemic is 
over?
•What is one thing that your 

church community has started 
doing as a result of the pandemic 
that you hope it will not stop 
doing when the pandemic is over? 


