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Easter 4 Service 
May 3, 2020 

 
 

Gathering Rite for the Easter Season  
This gathering rite is based on Evangelical Lutheran Worship, people’s book, page 97. 
This form of Gathering — a Thanksgiving for Baptism followed by the sharing of the Peace — is suggested for the Easter season, 
just as a Penitential Order was suggested for the Lenten season. In this way, the customary order of Confession-and-Absolution may 
be seasonally replicated: a season of penitence, followed by a season of rejoicing in the peace and absolution of the risen Christ. The 
Confession-and-Absolution are not used after the Prayers of the People if this form of the Gathering is used, and the Greeting of 
Peace may be used (as shown here) before the Collect of the Day, or after the Prayers of the People, but not in both places during 
the same liturgy. 
 

Gathering of the Community Tania, Presider 
 
Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
May his grace and peace be with you. 
May he fill our hearts with joy! 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised to new life in the Spirit. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font while the presider gives thanks, saying, 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 
Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
Through water you led the children of Israel 
out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John 
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, 
to lead us, through his death and resurrection, 
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. 
In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. 
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, 
we celebrate our fellowship in him in faith. 
We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism 
may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The	officiant	greets	the	people:	
We are the body of Christ; in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Let us then pursue all that 
makes for peace and builds up our common life.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Hymn: CP #520 – The King of Love My Shepherd Is (verses 1, 2 and 6) 
1. The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never. 
I nothing lack if I am his, 
and he is mine forever. 
 
2 Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth; 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 
6 .And so through all the length of days, 
thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever. 

Text: Ps. 23; para. Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877) 
 
The Lord is our light and our life. Tania, Presider 
O come, let us worship. 
 
Christ our Passover (BAS,	p.	50) 
(1 Corinthians 5.7–8; Romans 6.9–11; 1 Corinthians 15.20–22) 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia! 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia! 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia! 
 
The Proclamation of the Word Susan 
Psalm 23 (BAS,	p.	731) 
The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 
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He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
First Reading John 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:42-47) 
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.  
The word of the Lord. (or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: You Are God (BAS,	p.	94) Tania, Presider	
You are God: we praise you; 
you are the Lord: we acclaim you; 
you are the eternal Father: 
all creation worships you. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise you; 
the noble fellowship of the prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you: 
Father, of majesty unbounded, 
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the King of Glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you became man to set us free 
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come, and be our judge. 
Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood, 
and bring us with your saints 
to glory everlasting. 
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The	second	appointed	reading	is	read	in	French,	the	reader	first	saying		 France	
A reading from the first letter of Peter (1 Peter 2:19-25) 
For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when 
you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you 
have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself 
to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but 
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
The word of the Lord. (Or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 
Thanks be to God.  
OR 
Une lecture tirée de la première lettre de Pierre (1 Pierre 2:19-25) 
Car c’est une grâce de supporter, par respect pour Dieu, des peines que l’on souffre injustement. Quelle gloire 
y a-t-il, en effet, à supporter les coups si vous avez commis une faute ? Mais si, après avoir fait le bien, vous 
souffrez avec patience, c’est là une grâce aux yeux de Dieu. Or, c’est à cela que vous avez été appelés, car le 
Christ aussi a souffert pour vous, vous laissant un exemple afin que vous suiviez ses traces : Lui qui n’a pas 
commis de péché et dans la bouche duquel il ne s’est pas trouvé de tromperie ; lui qui, insulté, ne rendait pas 
l’insulte, dans sa souffrance, ne menaçait pas, mais s’en remettait au juste Juge ; lui qui, dans son propre corps, 
a porté nos péchés sur le bois, afin que, morts à nos péchés, nous vivions pour la justice ; lui dont les 
meurtrissures vous ont guéris. Car vous étiez égarés comme des brebis, mais maintenant vous vous êtes 
tournés vers le berger et le gardien de vos âmes. 
La parole du Seigneur. / Ici se termine la lecture. 
Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 
 
The Song of Zechariah (BAS,	p.	88) Tania, Presider 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant.  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
to give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Gospel Reading Josée 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the Apostle John (John 10:1-10) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another 
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are 
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life, and have it abundantly." 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
A	period	of	silence	may	follow.	
 
Reflection Nick, Preacher 
 
Apostles’ Creed (BAS,	p.	66) Tania, Presider 
Let us confess our faith as we say, 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings Wendy 
Let us join in prayer with God’s faithful people throughout the world, saying “God of Love: hear our prayer.” 
 
We pray for the unity of your church, that our life may reflect the love you have shown us. 
God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
We ask your grace for Mary our bishop, Josée, Nick and Tania our priests, and for all who minister in word 
and in action, that we may bear faithful witness to your good news. 
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God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
We seek your peace and justice in our world, our country, and our community, that the needy may never be 
forgotten. 
God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
We ask your blessing on our homes, our friends and family, and on those who live alone, that we may know 
your presence ever near us. 
God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
We commend to you all those who gave their lives in the North Atlantic during the Second World War; we 
acknowledge the sacrifices of sailors, merchant seaman, Royal Canadian Air Force and Canadian Army 
personnel. Almighty God from whom true peace comes, open our minds and hearts to a true love of peace. 
Guide those who are in authority to listen well to your wisdom, to work only for justice and charity, which is 
the only true path to peace in the world. May your kingdom come so that the earth will be filled with your 
knowledge and your love and your peace. 
God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
We name before you all whom you have given us to pray for [especially....], knowing that you are doing for 
them better things than we can ask or imagine. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to you all who have died [especially....], that our trust in you may deepen as you keep them safe 
in your care. 
God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
We offer our thanks and praise for all you have done for us, rejoicing in the knowledge that you are with us 
always. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 
 
We look for your purposes to be accomplished, and ask you to fill us with the strength and vision to further 
your reign. 
God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 
General Thanksgiving (BAS,	p.	129) Wendy 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise 
for all you have done for us. 
We thank you for the splendour of the whole creation, 
for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love.  
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, 
and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side. 
We thank you for setting us tasks 
which demand our best efforts, 
and for leading us to accomplishments 
which satisfy and delight us. 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; 
for the truth of his word and the example of his life; 
for his steadfast obedience, 
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by which he overcame temptation; 
for his dying, through which he overcame death; 
for his rising to life again, 
in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, 
that we may know Christ and make him known; 
and through him, at all times and in all places, 
may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day (BAS	p.	339)  France 
Let us pray. 
Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of the Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your command, so that all people may be 
gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Shepherd of Israel.  
Amen. 
OR 
Collecte du jour 
Prions. 
Christ ressuscité, berger fidèle des brebis du Père : Apprends-nous à entendre ta voix, afin que tous les 
peuples soient rassemblés en un seul troupeau, à la gloire de Dieu le berger d'Israël. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing Tania, Presider 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, come upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: CP #379 – Rejoice, the Lord is King (verses 1, 2 and 4) 
1. Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing 
and triumph ever more. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
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2. Jesus, the Savior reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When He had purged our stains 
He took His seat above: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
4. He sits at God’s right hand 
Till all His foes submit, 
And bow to His command, 
And fall beneath His feet: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Wendy 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Readings April 26 to May 17, 2020 
 

April 26 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 116:1-3, 10-17; 1 Pet 1:17-23; Lk 24:13-35; 
Collect of the Day, BAS p. 337 
 

May 3 – Commemoration of the Battle of the Atlantic (see text below) 
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; Jn 10:1-10; 
Collect of the Day, BAS p. 339 
 

May 10 
Acts 7:55-60; Ps 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; Jn 14:1-14; 
Collect of the Day, BAS p. 340 
 

May 17 
Acts 17:22-31; Ps 66:7-18; 1 Peter 3:13-22; Jn 14:15-21; 
Collect of the Day, BAS p. 341 
 

May 24, Jerusalem Sunday 
Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47; Eph 1:15-23; Lk 24:44-53; 
Collect of the Day, BAS p. 342 
 
 

The Battle of the Atlantic – Commemorated on May 3rd, 2020 
On 3 September 1939, the “Athenia” was sunk off the coast of Northern Ireland.  One week later, Canada was 
officially at war. From that day until the last of the German U-Boats surrendered after VE Day, in May 1945, the 
Allied navies and air forces could not relax their vigilance for a moment. 
 

Battle of Atlantic Sunday commemorates the sacrifices of sailors, merchant seamen, RCAF and Canadian Army 
personnel who gave their lives in the North Atlantic. The Royal Canadian Navy gave to the struggle over 2000 dead 
and 24 warships. More than 900 RCAF and Canadian Army personnel were lost as well. The elements were often as 
vicious as the foe, with raging storms, pack ice, bitter cold, fog, and the dense blackness of North Atlantic nights. 
 

The RCN and the Merchant Navy made nearly 26,000 safe crossings carrying over 181 million tons of supplies to 
Great Britain. 
 

Freedom was made secure. 
 

https://www.anglican.ca/amo/links/battle-atlantic/commemoration-of-the-battle-of-the-atlantic/  
 

Jerusalem Sunday – May 24th, 2020 
Jerusalem Sunday is an annual church observance to celebrate companionship in God’s mission with the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem in Jerusalem, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. The Diocese is a historic and active 
member of the Christian, ecumenical and interfaith community of the Middle East. It is home to several thousand 
Arab Anglicans in thirty parishes and situated in one of the world’s holiest destinations for Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim pilgrims. 
 

The ministries of the Diocese of Jerusalem bring hope, skills, health; a peaceful future to those they serve. Jerusalem 
Sunday is an opportunity for Anglicans in Canada to send a measure of financial support to the health care ministries 
of the Diocese. Offerings to date have improved the diagnostic and program capacity of the Penman Medical Clinic, 
Zababdeh, West Bank; Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre, and Al Ahli Arab Hospital, Gaza. 
 

https://www.anglican.ca/gr/provinces/jerusalem/sunday/why/  


