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The Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 20, 2020 

A Service of the Word 2 
 

We are members of the Laurentian Regional Ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal; our churches are 

located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, including 

the Anishinaabeg, the Huron-Wendat, and the Omàmiwininiwak (Algonquin), St. Lawrence Iroquoians and 

Mohawk. Our churches honour, recognize and respect these nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and 

waters on which we gather today. 
 

Organist: Mireille Villeneuve 

Singers: Georgia Copland, Rive Le Lacheur, and David Sinclair 

Host, Slides, Break-out Rooms, Presider and Recorder: The Rev’d Josée Lemoine 

Co-Host, Gospel Reader, Preacher, Responder, Muting/Unmuting: The Rev’d Tania Lesack 

Lighting of the Candles of the Advent and Christmas Wreath: The Rev’d Josée Lemoine 

Readers: Paul Tidman, Joan Painter, Quitterie Roques de Borda  

Intercessor: Wendy Crooks 
 

The Gathering of the Community Josée 

Community Announcements 
All announcements…, then the last one is about giving as written below. 

We thank all of you who have continued to support church ministries through participation, and/or 

financial support. I invite you to pray with me: Abundant God, you made us in your image and breathed 

in us a spirit of generosity that is both gift and response. Move us, we pray, to give as we have received 

– abundantly, generously, and joyfully that our common ministry may ever bear witness to your unfailing 

grace. In the name of the Three in whom we are One, Amen. 
 

Penitential Rite - Kyrie Confession 
Heavenly Father, 

you exalted the humble and meek: 

give us humble and contrite hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you grew towards birth in the Virgin’s womb: 

be planted also in our hearts and lives. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Holy Spirit, 

you overshadowed Mary, 

that she might become the God-bearer: 

fill us with your heavenly gifts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive us our sins, 

open our eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen us to do God’s will 

and give us the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
May the God of peace make you completely holy, 

ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Lord is our light and our life. 
O come, let us worship. 
 

Lighting the Candles of the Advent and Christmas Wreath   Josée 
Fourth Candle - The Candle of Joy 

Mary the Mother of Jesus 

Today is the Forth Sunday of Advent and we will light the Candle of Joy. 

Last Sunday we lit the Candle of Love. We light it and the Candles of Hope and Peace again as we 

remember that Jesus, born in Bethlehem, will come again to fulfill all of God's promises and bring us 

everlasting peace and joy. 
 

Today we light the Fourth Candle of Advent, the Candle of Joy. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that a 

special child would be born to her she was filled with joy. She sang a song that began with the words: 

"My soul magnifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. Just as the birth of Jesus gave great 

joy to his mother, so his presence in the world gave joy to those who had none before. He healed them 

and gave them hope and peace when they believed in him. 
 

From hope, peace, and love grows joy. 

We light the Candle of Joy to remind us that when Jesus is born in us we have joy and that through him 

there will be everlasting joy on earth. 
 

If you have your own Advent Wreath at home, I invite you to join with me and light the First, Second, 

Third and Forth Candles of Advent, the Candles of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. 

The First, Second, Third and Forth Candles are lit. 

Joy is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at this candle, we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Let us pray:  

Thank you, God for the joy you give us. We ask that as we wait for all your promises to 

come true, and for Christ to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help 

us today, and everyday to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing 

your joy with each other. We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. 

Amen. 
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Hymn #89 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1, 4, 5, 7) 
 

1 O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

4 O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, 

from every foe deliver them 

that trust your mighty power to save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave.  

Refrain 
 

 

5 O come, O Key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  

Refrain 
 

 

7 O come, desire of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of humankind; 

O bid our bitter conflicts cease,  

and be for us our Prince of Peace.  

Refrain 

Text: Latin (9th cent.?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818- 1866), alt.  
Music : Plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale (15th cent.); arr. Healy Willan (1880- 1968), alt. 

 ref. desc. and altern. harm. David Willcox (1919 - ). arr. © 1996 Concordia Publishing House.  
Used with permission. Ref. desc. and altern. harm. © 1970 Oxford University Press.  

 

The New Jerusalem  (BAS p. 78) 
Arise, shine, for your light has come;* 

the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Though night still covers the earth* 

and darkness covers the nations, 
 

Over you will the Lord arise,* 

over you will his glory appear. 

Nations will stream to your light* 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 
 

Your gates will always be open;* 

day or night, they will never be shut. 

They will call you, The City of the Lord,* 

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Violence will no more be heard in your land,* 

ruin or destruction within your borders; 

you will name your walls, Salvation,* 

you will call your gates, Praise. 
 

No longer will the sun be your light by day,* 

no longer the moon give you light by night; 

the Lord will be your eternal light;* 

your God will be your glory. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
Canticle – The Song of Mary (BAS 86)  Paul 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, * 

for you, Lord, have looked with favour on your lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name. 



 4 

You have mercy on those who fear you, *  

from generation to generation. 

You have shown strength with your arm * 

and scattered the proud in their conceit,  

casting down the mighty from their thrones * 

and lifting up the lowly. 

You have filled the hungry with good things * 

and sent the rich away empty. 

You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, *  

to remember the promise of mercy, 

the promise made to our ancestors, *  

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 

as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Reading  Joan P. 
A reading from the Second Book of Samuel. (2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16) 
 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 

around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark 

of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with 

you." But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 

says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 

any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 

the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 

and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed 

no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges 

over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you 

that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before 

me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 

The word of the Lord. (or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 
Thanks be to God. 
 

You are God (BAS p 94)  Josée 
You are God: we praise you; 

you are the Lord: we acclaim you; 

you are the eternal Father: 

all creation worships you. 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

The glorious company of the apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of the prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you: 
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Father, of majesty unbounded, 

your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the King of Glory, 

the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free 

you did not shun the Virgin’s womb. 

You overcame the sting of death 

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 

We believe that you will come, and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 

bought with the price of your own blood, 

and bring us with your saints 

to glory everlasting. 

 
The Second Reading  Quitterie 
Lecture tirée de la lettre de Paul aux romains (Rom 16 :25-27) 

À celui qui a le pouvoir de vous affermir selon l’Évangile que j’annonce en prêchant Jésus Christ, selon la 

révélation d’un mystère gardé dans le silence durant des temps éternels, 

mais maintenant manifesté et porté à la connaissance de tous les peuples païens par des écrits 

prophétiques, selon l’ordre du Dieu éternel, pour les conduire à l’obéissance de la foi, 

à Dieu, seul sage, gloire, par Jésus Christ, aux siècles des siècles ! Amen.  
 

La Parole du Seigneur. 

Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 

Or  

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. Romans 16:25-27) 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 

disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith - to the only wise God, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord. (Or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 

Thanks be to God.  
 

Canticle: The Song of Zechariah (BAS p. 88) Josée 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant.  

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
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You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

to give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel  (BAS p. 68) Tania 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Lk 1:26-38) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, "Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by 

his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 

God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The 

angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily Tania 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

The Apostles’ Creed (BAS p. 68) Josée 
Let us confess our faith as we say, 
I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings  Wendy 
Litany for Advent (BAS, p. 119)  

(In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying, “Lord Jesus, come soon!”)  
 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things to the ends of the 

earth: come and teach us how to live.  
Lord Jesus, come soon!  
 

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 

and you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us.  
Lord Jesus, come soon!  
 

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, 

all kings will keep silence before you and all peoples will summon you to their aid: come, set us 

free and delay no more.  
Lord Jesus, come soon!  
 

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut; you shut and 

none can open: come and free the captives from prison.  
Lord Jesus, come soon!  
 

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness: come and 

enlighten all who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
Lord Jesus, come soon!  
 

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires: Cornerstone, you make opposing 

nations one: come and save the creature you fashioned from clay.  
Lord Jesus, come soon!  
 

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God.  
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

The Collect of the Day  Quitterie 
 

Dieu notre Père, toi qui as choisi Marie, vierge pleine de grâce, pour être la mère de notre Seigneur et 

Sauveur, remplis-nous aujourd’hui de ta grâce, qu’en toute chose nous puissions faire ta volonté et, avec 

Marie, nous réjouir du salut que tu nous envoies. Par Jésus-Christ, notre Seigneur, qui vit et règne avec 

toi et l’Esprit Saint, un seul Dieu, pour les siècles des siècles. 

Amen. 

Or  
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Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour, now fill 

us with your grace, that we in all things may embrace your will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  Wendy 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let  

us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Or And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn #109 When the King Shall Come Again (Verses 1, 2 and 4) 
 

1 When the King shall come again, 

All his power revealing, 

Splendour shall announce his reign, 

Life and joy and healing: 

Earth no longer in decay, 

Hope no more frustrated; 

This is God's redemption day 

Longingly awaited. 

2 In the desert trees take root 

Fresh from his creation; 

Plants and flowers and sweetest fruit 

Join the celebration; 

Rivers spring up from the earth, 

Barren lands adorning; 

Valleys, this is your new birth, 

Mountains, greet the morning! 

 

4 There God's highway shall be seen 

Where no roaring lion, 

Nothing evil or unclean, 

Walks the road to Zion. 

Ransomed people homeward bound, 

All your praises voicing, 

See your Lord with glory crowned, 

Share in his rejoicing! 
 

Text: Christopher Idle (1938 - ). ©1982 Hope Publishing 

Music: Melody Piae Cantiones,1582 
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Blessing Josée 

Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 

path; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God. 


