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Season of Creation 

Sunday, September 6th, 2020 

Online and In-Person, Service of the Word 1 

We are members of the Laurentian Regional Ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal; our 

churches are located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 

Indigenous peoples, including the Anishinaabeg, the Huron-Wendat, and the Omàmiwininiwak 

(Algonquin), St. Lawrence Iroquoians and Mohawk. Our churches honour, recognize and respect these 

nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we gather today. 

Organist: Mireille Villeneuve 

Singers: Georgia Copland, Rive Le Lacheur and David Sinclair 

Host, Slides, Break-out Rooms, Presider and Recorder: Nick Brotherwood 

Co-Host, Gospel Reader, Preacher, Responder, Muting/Unmuting: Tania Lesack 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY (BAS 185) Nick 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all 

And also with you.  

 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s Day to praise 

you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in the week 
that is past, and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

COLLECT FOR CREATION 

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang together  

and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us  

to see all things for good, to the honor of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord. Amen. 

 
The Presider gives notice of matters affecting the life and work of the congregation. 

 

THE PENITENTIAL RITE  
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm391
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm391
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm391
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm344
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm344
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm342
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm342
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm361
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view
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CONFESSION 

Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, and to prosper the work of our soiled hands. 

Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of self-sufficiency so that we may praise him for his 

provision and goodness. Let us acknowledge our sins, saying “God of mercy and justice, we 

confess.”  

 

We praise you God, for the earth that sustains life. Through the planetary cycles of days and 

seasons, renewal and growth, you open your hand to give all creatures our food in the proper 

time. In your Wisdom you gave a Sabbath for the land to rest. But these days our living pushes 

the planet beyond its limits. Our demand for growth, and endless cycle of production and 

consumption are exhausting our world. The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields 

fail, the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify. Humans and animals are forced 

to flee in search of security. We have not allowed the land to observe a Sabbath, and the Earth 

is struggling to renew.  

 
You tell us the land must rest, free from the burden of production. 

We confess our demand that the Earth produce beyond its limits, and our bondage to desire 

more. God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

 

You call us to pause from sowing, pruning, and reaping in ways that destroy the soil. 

We confess our vicious consumption of food and energy.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

 

You assure us that we can be filled from the yield of the land. 

We confess our lack of trust that we can thrive within the Earth’s limits.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

 

You affirm that our security is found in enough. 

We confess our lack of courage to resist the myth of endless growth.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

 

You tell us that the land must not be sold permanently, because the land is Yours, and 

everything in it. 

We confess to thinking of creation as given, instead of a gift.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

 

You call us to leave enough fruit on the vine and in the fields to feed our neighbours, animals, 

and replenish the Earth. 

We confess our failure to share what we receive from the Earth.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

 

You call us to fairness and justice. 

We confess our lack of faith, not loving you with our whole heart and strength and mind, or 

our human and non-human neighbours as ourselves.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
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Turn us from fear and mistrust, and free us to imagine a life reconciled to the Earth and all 

creatures, through the Good News of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 

of God (Romans 8:26-27). 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN CP #485 – LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING (VERSES 1, 2 AND 3) 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling 

Joy of Heaven to Earth come down 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 

All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

 

2. Jesus, Thou art all compassion 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

Enter every trembling heart. 

 
3. Come almighty to deliver; 

Let us all Thy grace receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Never more Thy temples leave., 

 
Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). 

Music: John Stainer (1840-1901) 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11153361. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY France 
Seigneur, éveille les volontés de ton peuple fidèle, afin que, portant richement le fruit des 

bonnes œuvres, nous puissions être richement récompensés par toi; par Jésus-Christ notre 

Seigneur, qui vie et règne avec toi et le Saint-Esprit, un seul Dieu, maintenant et pour toujours. 

Amen. 
Or  

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that richly bearing the fruit of good works, we 
may by you be richly rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING John 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel (Ezek 33:7-11) 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 

shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 

shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked 

to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 

iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 

sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, 

As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O 

house of Israel? 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM #119:33-40  (BAS p. 870) XXX 
33  Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 

and I shall keep it to the end. 

34  Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

I shall keep it with all my heart. 

35  Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

for that is my desire. 

36  Incline my heart to your decrees * 

and not to unjust gain. 

37  Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

give me life in your ways. 

38  Fulfil your promise to your servant, * 

which you make to those who fear you. 

39  Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

because your judgements are good. 

40  Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life. 
Glory to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE SECOND READING France 
Lecture tirée de la lettre aux Romains (Romains 13 :8-14) 

N’ayez aucune dette envers qui que ce soit, sinon celle de vous aimer les uns les autres ; car 

celui qui aime son prochain a pleinement accompli la loi. En effet, les commandements : Tu ne 

commettras pas d’adultère, tu ne tueras pas, tu ne voleras pas, tu ne convoiteras pas, ainsi que 

tous les autres, se résument dans cette parole : Tu aimeras ton prochain comme toi-même. 

L’amour ne fait aucun tort au prochain ; l’amour est donc le plein accomplissement de la loi. 

D’autant que vous savez en quel temps nous sommes : voici l’heure de sortir de votre 
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sommeil ; aujourd’hui, en effet, le salut est plus près de nous qu’au moment où nous avons cru. 

La nuit est avancée, le jour est tout proche. Rejetons donc les œuvres des ténèbres et revêtons 

les armes de la lumière. Conduisons-nous honnêtement, comme en plein jour, sans ripailles ni 

beuveries, sans coucheries ni débauches, sans querelles ni jalousies. Mais revêtez le Seigneur 

Jésus Christ et ne vous abandonnez pas aux préoccupations de la chair pour en satisfaire les 

convoitises. 
 

La Parole du Seigneur. 

Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 

Or  

A reading from the letter to Romans (Romans 13:8-14) 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 

not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 

"Love your neighbour as yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the 

fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is 

far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of 

light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 

and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The word of the Lord. (or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL  (BAS p. 68) Tania 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. (Matt. 18:15-20) 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Jesus said, "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when 

the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you 

are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be 

to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell 

you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 

in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them." 
 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

HOMILY Tania 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BAS p. 68) Nick 
Let us confess our faith as we say, 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS  Lay Reader 
Let us pray to God our creator, who has given us the earth’s goodness for our delight, and 

entrusted it to our care and tenderness.  For all who live in captivity to debt, whose lives are 

cramped by fear from which there is no turning except through abundant harvest; Lord, we 

pray: may those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.  

 

For all who depend on the earth for their daily food and fuel, whose forests are destroyed for 

the profit of a few; Lord, we pray: may those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.  

 
For those who labour in poverty, are oppressed by unjust laws, are prevented from speaking 

the truth, and long for a harvest of justice; Lord, we pray: may those who sow in tears reap 

with shouts of joy.  

 

For all who are captive to greed and waste and boredom, whose harvest joy is choked 

with things they do not need; Lord, we pray: may those who sow in tears reap with shouts of 

joy.  

 

Save us from all that holds us captive, restore our vision, that our mouth may be filled with 

laughter and our tongue with songs of joy. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  Lay Reader 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

DOXOLOGY Nick 
Glory to God 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 
BLESSING 

God the Father, who created the world,  

give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. 

God the Son, who redeemed the world,  

inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest. 

God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation,  

help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
come upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN CP #645 – COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE (1, 3 AND 4) 

1. Come down, O Love divine, 

Seek thou this soul of mine, 

And visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, 

Within my heart appear, 

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
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3. Let holy charity 

Mine outward vesture be, 

And lowliness become mine inner clothing; 

True lowliness of heart, 

Which takes the humbler part, 

And o’er its own short-comings weeps with loathing. 

 

4. And so the yearning strong, 

With which the soul will long, 

Shall far out-pass the power of human telling; 

For none can guess its grace, 

Till they become the place 

Wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena (1350?-1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt. 
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). © Oxford University Press. 
Used by Permission. CCLI Licence #11153361. 

 

DISMISSAL Nick 
Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, 
and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


