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Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24th, 2020 – 4pm 

Online Service of the Word 1 
Zoom by phone: 438 809 7799; Meeting ID: 837 8045 4019; Passcode: 040656 

We are members of the Laurentian Regional Ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal; our 
churches are located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 

Indigenous peoples, including the Anishinaabeg, the Huron-Wendat, and the Omàmiwininiwak 

(Algonquin), St. Lawrence Iroquoians and Mohawk. Our churches honour, recognize and respect these 

nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we gather today. 

Musicians: Mireille Villeneuve - organ, piano; Judy Diez d’Aux - flute 

Singers: Georgia Copland, Rive Le Lacheur, David Sinclair, Lois & Gary Armitage 

Host, Slides, Lighting f the Candles, Break-out Rooms, Presider and Recorder: Tania Lesack 

Co-Host, Responder, Muting/Unmuting: Nick Brotherwood 

Gospel Reader and Preacher: David Sinclair  

Readers: Quitterie Roques de Borda, Rive Le Lacheur, Carol Comer 

Intercessor: Hugh Mitchell 

 

PRELUDE: AWAY IN A MANGER – Mireille Villeneuve, piano; Judy Diez d’Aux, flute 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Tania 
The Presider gives notice of matters affecting the life and work of the congregation. 

 

The Gathering of the Community (BAS 185) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all 

And also with you.  
 

I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this 

day a Saviour, Christ the Lord. (Luke 2.10–11) 

 

THE PENITENTIAL RITE  

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-0#mmm39
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-0#mmm39
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by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, that you may behold the glory 

of his Son, the Word made flesh, and be cleansed from all your sins, Amen.  

 

THE PEACE  
This holy night the angels sang, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’ 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Lord is our light and our life. 

O come, let us worship. 

 

HYMN: CP #118 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (1, 2 AND 5) 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Very God, begotten, not created,  
Refrain 

 

5. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;  
Refrain 

Text: John Francis Wade (1711-1786) 

Music: Melody attrib. John Francis wade (1711-1786), alt harm., The English Hymnal 1906 
Ref. desc. And altern. harm. David WiIlcocks (1919- ). Altern. Ref. setting © Oxford University Press. 
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Lighting the Candles of the Advent and Christmas Wreath Tania 

The Last Candle - The Birth of Christ 
 

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

Tonight is Christmas Eve, in which we recall the hope we have in Christ.  
 

If you have your own Advent Wreath at home, I invite you to join with me and light the candles 

of your wreath. 
 

Tonight we light again the candles of hope, peace, love and joy. 
 

(Each candle will be lit as the reader speaks) 
 

First Candle We speak of hope - because God keeps his promises to us. 

Second Candle We work for peace - because Jesus is the ‘Prince of Peace’ and he calls his 

children to work for peace in his name. 

Third Candle We show love - because Jesus gave everything for us and led us to know the 

forgiveness of God. 

Fourth Candle We share joy - because the Holy Spirit fills our hearts and minds with the presence 

the God. 
 

Now we light our last candle to remember the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 

The Christ candle is now lit. 
 

As the prophets promised so long ago, you have come to us once again; and with the 

shepherds, we are filled with wonder and amazement. 
 

Lord, you come as a tiny, fragile baby; yet we know that you are God and you are 

with us. May the flame of this candle remind us that you are the light of the world 

and that if we follow you, we will never walk in darkness, but will have the true light 

of life. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  CP#138 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (ALL THREE VERSES) 
 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain:  

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King" 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail th'incarnate Deity, 

pleased as one of us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel.  

Refrain 
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3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth.  

Refrain 
Text: Charles Wesley (1701-1788) 

Music: Felix Mendelsohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847); adapt. William Hayman Cummings (1831-1915); 

altern. harm. David WiIlcocks (1919- ). Altern. Harm.  © 1961Oxford University Press. 

 

The Collect of the Day Quitterie 
Dieu éternel, cette nuit sainte rayonne de l’éclat de ta vraie lumière. Maintenant que nous 

connaissons la révélation de ta lumière sur la terre, donne-nous de voir la splendeur de ta 

gloire céleste, par Jésus-Christ, notre Seigneur, qui vit et règne avec toi et l’Esprit Saint, un seul 

Dieu, pour les siècles des siècles. Amen. 
Or  

Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light. As we have 

known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly 

glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

The First Reading Rive 
A reading from the Book of Isaiah (Is 9:2-7) 

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
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authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 PSALM 96 (BAS p. 834) Carol 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendour of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the Lord honour and power. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the Lord when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 

Glory to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Second Reading Quitterie 
Lecture tirée de la lettre à Tite (Tite 2 :11-14) 

Elle s’est manifestée, la grâce de Dieu, source de salut pour tous les hommes. Elle nous 

enseigne à renoncer à l’impiété et aux désirs de ce monde, pour que nous vivions dans le temps 

présent avec réserve, justice et piété, en attendant la bienheureuse espérance et la 

manifestation de la gloire de notre grand Dieu et Sauveur Jésus Christ. Il s’est donné lui-même 

pour nous, afin de nous racheter de toute iniquité et de purifier un peuple qui lui appartienne, 

qui soit plein d’ardeur pour les belles œuvres. 

La Parole du Seigneur. 

Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 
Or  

A reading from the letter to the Titus (Titus 2:11-14) 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 

while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 

and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel David 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. (Luke 2:1-20) 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
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words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

(French Translation to be included on the PowerPoint slides:) 

Or, en ce temps-là, parut un décret de César Auguste pour faire recenser le monde entier. Ce premier 

recensement eut lieu à l’époque où Quirinius était gouverneur de Syrie. Tous allaient se faire recenser, 

chacun dans sa propre ville ; Joseph aussi monta de la ville de Nazareth en Galilée à la ville de David 

qui s’appelle Bethléem en Judée, parce qu’il était de la famille et de la descendance de David, pour se 

faire recenser avec Marie son épouse, qui était enceinte. 

Or, pendant qu’ils étaient là, le jour où elle devait accoucher arriva ; elle accoucha de son fils premier-

né, l’emmaillota et le déposa dans une mangeoire, parce qu’il n’y avait pas de place pour eux dans la 

salle d’hôtes. Il y avait dans le même pays des bergers qui vivaient aux champs et montaient la garde 

pendant la nuit auprès de leur troupeau. Un ange du Seigneur se présenta devant eux, la gloire du 
Seigneur les enveloppa de lumière et ils furent saisis d’une grande crainte. L’ange leur dit : « Soyez sans 

crainte, car voici, je viens vous annoncer une bonne nouvelle, qui sera une grande joie pour tout le 

peuple :  Il vous est né aujourd’hui, dans la ville de David, un Sauveur qui est le Christ Seigneur ; et voici 

le signe qui vous est donné : vous trouverez un nouveau-né emmailloté et couché dans une mangeoire. 

»  Tout à coup il y eut avec l’ange l’armée céleste en masse qui chantait les louanges de Dieu et disait : 

« Gloire à Dieu au plus haut des cieux et sur la terre paix pour ses bien-aimés. » 

Or, quand les anges les eurent quittés pour le ciel, les bergers se dirent entre eux : « Allons donc jusqu’à 

Bethléem et voyons ce qui est arrivé, ce que le Seigneur nous a fait connaître. » Ils y allèrent en hâte et 

trouvèrent Marie, Joseph et le nouveau-né couché dans la mangeoire. Après avoir vu, ils firent connaître 

ce qui leur avait été dit au sujet de cet enfant. Et tous ceux qui les entendirent furent étonnés de ce 

que leur disaient les bergers. Quant à Marie, elle retenait tous ces événements en en cherchant le sens. 

Puis les bergers s’en retournèrent, chantant la gloire et les louanges de Dieu pour tout ce qu’ils avaient 

entendu et vu, en accord avec ce qui leur avait été annoncé. 

 

HYMN: LONG TIME AGO IN BETHLEHEM (Mary’s Boy Child) 
 

A long time ago in Bethlehem 

So the Holy Bible says 

Mary’s boy child, Jesus Christ 

Was born on Christmas day. 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night 

They saw a bright new shining star 

And heard a choir from Heaven sing 

The music came from afar. 
 

Hark, now hear the angels sing 

A king was born today 

And man will live for evermore 

Because of Christmas day. 
 

Now Joseph and his wife, Mary 
Came to Bethlehem that night 
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They found no place to bear her child 

Not a single room was in sight. 
 

By and by, they found a little room 

In a stable all forlorn 

And in a manger cold and dark 

Mary's little boy child was born. 
 

Trumpets sound and angels sing 

Listen to what they say 

that man will live forevermore 

because of Christmas day. 
 

Hark now hear the angels sing 

A king was born today 

And man will live forevermore 
because of Christmas day. 
 

Trumpets sound and angels sing 

listen to what they say 

that man will live forevermore 

because of Christmas day. 
 

Mary’s boy child, Jesus Christ 

Was born on Christmas day. 
Text and Music: Jester Hairston  

Music: © 2000, Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Sermon David 

The Apostles’ Creed Tania 
Let us confess our faith as we say, 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings Hugh 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 

Father, in this holy night your Son our Saviour was born in human flesh. 

Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

There was no room for your Son in the inn. 

Protect with your love those who have no home and all who live in poverty. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. 

Hold in your hand […and] all who are in pain or distress. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

Your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. 

Bring comfort to […and] all who suffer in the sadness of our world. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

The angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ 

Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in […and in] all the world. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

Shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. 

Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

Strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. 

Bless our homes and all whom we love. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. 
Hold in your hand […and] all those who have passed through death 

in the hope of your coming kingdom. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. 

Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

Father, in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. 

Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints through him who is 

your Word made flesh, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  Hugh 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Doxology Tania 
Glory to God 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Sending 

Blessing  Tania 
When the Word became flesh 

earth was joined to heaven in the womb of Mary: 

may the love and obedience of Mary be your example. 
 

May the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts and homes. 
 

May you be filled with the joy of the Spirit 

and the gifts of your eternal home. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 come upon you and remain with you for ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born 
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1. While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. 
 

Refrain 
 

 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo! Above the Earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior's birth 
 

Refrain 
 

3. In a lowly manger 

Our humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn. 
 

Refrain sung 2 times; the second time the last line is sung 3 times 
 

 Text: African American Spiritual; adapter:  John W. Work 

Tune: Go Tell It 

 

Dismissal Tania 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: J.S. Bach: Chorale from Cantata # 140  

https://hymnary.org/text/while_shepherds_kept_their_watching#Adapter

