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The Second Sunday of Advent – December 6, 2020 

A Service of the Word 2 
 

We are members of the Laurentian Regional Ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal; our 

churches are located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 

Indigenous peoples, including the Anishinaabeg, the Huron-Wendat, and the Omàmiwininiwak 

(Algonquin), St. Lawrence Iroquoians and Mohawk. Our churches honour, recognize and respect these 

nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we gather today. 
 

Organist: Mireille Villeneuve 

Singers: Nick Brotherwood, Georgia Copland, Rive Le Lacheur, Josée Lemoine and David Sinclair 

Host, Slides, Break-out Rooms, Presider and Recorder: The Rev’d Nick Brotherwood 

Co-Host, Gospel Reader, Preacher, Responder, Muting/Unmuting: The Rev’d Tania Lesack 

Lighting of the Candles of the Advent and Christmas Wreath: The Rev’d Josée Lemoine 

Readers: Adrian Cloete, Astrid Norquay, Quitterie Roques de Borda  

Intercessor: Wendy Crooks 
 

The Gathering of the Community Nick 

Community Announcements 
All announcements…, then the last one is about giving as written below. 

We thank all of you who have continued to support church ministries through participation, and/or 

financial support. I invite you to pray with me: Abundant God, you made us in your image and breathed 

in us a spirit of generosity that is both gift and response. Move us, we pray, to give as we have received 

– abundantly, generously, and joyfully that our common ministry may ever bear witness to your unfailing 

grace. In the name of the Three in whom we are One, Amen. 
 

Penitential Rite - Kyrie Confession 
Heavenly Father, 

you call us to repent of our sins: 

soften our proud and stubborn hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you declared the forgiveness of God: 

teach us to forgive one another. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Holy Spirit, 

you search our hearts and show us the truth: 

direct us in your way of righteousness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive us our sins, 

open our eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen us to do God’s will 

and give us the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
May the God of peace make you completely holy, 

ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Lord is our light and our life. 
O come, let us worship. 
 

Lighting the Candles of the Advent and Christmas Wreath   Josée 

Second Candle - The Candle of Peace 

The prophets who foretold the birth of Jesus 
Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we will light the Candle of Peace. 

Last Sunday we lit the First Candle in our Advent Wreath, and celebrated the patriarchs, this First 

Candle reminded us of our hope in Christ. We light it again as we remember our Saviour, born a king in 

the line of King David. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and we believe that he will come again to fulfill all of 

God's promises to us, to rule the world wisely and bless all nations. 

Today we also light the Second Candle of Advent, the Candle of Peace. We remember the prophets 

who spoke of the coming of Christ, of how a Saviour would be born, a king in the line of King David. 

The prophet Isaiah called Christ "the Prince of Peace". They told us how he would rule the world wisely 

and bless all the nations. 
 

When Jesus came, he taught people the importance of being peace-makers. He said that those who 

make peace shall be called the children of God. When Christ comes to us he brings us peace and he will 

bring everlasting peace when he comes again. We light the Candle of Peace to remind us that Jesus is 

the Prince of Peace and that through him peace is found. 
 

If you have your own Advent Wreath at home, I invite you to join with me and light the First and 

Second Candles of Advent, the Candles of Hope and Peace. 
 

The First and Second Candles are lit. 
 

Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at this candle, we celebrate the peace we find in 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets said you would bring peace and save your people 

from trouble. Give peace in our hearts at Christmastide. We ask that as we wait for you to 

come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us today, and everyday to worship 

you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your peace with each other. Amen. 
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Hymn #103 On Jordan's Bank, the Baptist's Cry (verses 1,2 and 5) 
 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh. 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin: 

make straight the way for God within, 

prepare we in our hearts a home, 

where such a mighty guest may come. 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

whose advent doth thy people free, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Ghost, for evermore. 
 

Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr: John Chandler (1806-1876), alt. 

Music : Melody Musicalisches Hand-Buch, Hamburg, 1690;  
harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889). alt.  

 

The New Jerusalem  (BAS p. 78) 
Arise, shine, for your light has come;* 

the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Though night still covers the earth* 

and darkness covers the nations, 
 

Over you will the Lord arise,* 

over you will his glory appear. 

Nations will stream to your light* 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 
 

Your gates will always be open;* 

day or night, they will never be shut. 

They will call you, The City of the Lord,* 

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Violence will no more be heard in your land,* 

ruin or destruction within your borders; 

you will name your walls, Salvation,* 

you will call your gates, Praise. 
 

No longer will the sun be your light by day,* 

no longer the moon give you light by night; 

the Lord will be your eternal light;* 

your God will be your glory. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13     (BAS 818)  Adrian 
 1  You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

 2  You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 

 8  I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

 9  Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
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11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading  Astrid 
A reading from the Book of Isaiah. (Is 40:1-11) 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her 

sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." A voice says, "Cry 

out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are 

grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a 

high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 

good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord God 

comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He 

will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and 

gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

The word of the Lord. (or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The canticle “The Song of Mary” is sung. (Words BAS pp. 87; music: Tallis’ Canon, see hymn #14 in Common Praise). 

Song of Mary 
My soul gives glory to the Lord, 

in God my Saviour I rejoice.  
My lowliness he did regard, 

exalting me by his own choice. 
 

From this day all shall call me blest, 

for he has done great things for me. 

Of all great names his is the best. 

For it is holy; strong is he! 
 

His mercy goes to all who fear 

from age to age and to all parts. 

His arm of strength to all is near; 

he scatters those who have proud hearts. 
 

He casts the mighty from their throne 

and raises those of low degree; 

he feeds the hungry as his own, 

the rich depart in poverty. 
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The Second Reading  Quitterie 
Lecture tirée de la deuxième lettre de Pierre (2 Pierre 3:8-15a) 

Il y a une chose en tout cas, mes amis, que vous ne devez pas oublier : pour le Seigneur un seul jour est 

comme mille ans et mille ans comme un jour. Le Seigneur ne tarde pas à tenir sa promesse, alors que 

certains prétendent qu’il a du retard, mais il fait preuve de patience envers vous, ne voulant pas que 

quelques-uns périssent mais que tous parviennent à la conversion. Le jour du Seigneur viendra comme 

un voleur, jour où les cieux disparaîtront à grand fracas, où les éléments embrasés se dissoudront et où 

la terre et ses œuvres seront mises en jugement. Puisque tout cela doit ainsi se dissoudre, quels 

hommes devez-vous être ! Quelle sainteté de vie ! Quel respect de Dieu ! Vous qui attendez et qui 

hâtez la venue du jour de Dieu, jour où les cieux enflammés se dissoudront et où les éléments embrasés 

se fondront ! Nous attendons selon sa promesse des cieux nouveaux et une terre nouvelle où la justice 

habite. C’est pourquoi, mes amis, dans cette attente, faites effort pour qu’il vous trouve dans la paix, 

nets et irréprochables. Et dites-vous bien que la longue patience du Seigneur, c’est votre salut !   
 

La Parole du Seigneur. 

Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 

 

Or  

A reading from the second letter of Peter. (2 Peter 3:8-15a) 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but 

is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be 

dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these things 

are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and 

godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we 

wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you 

are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the 

patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

The word of the Lord. (Or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 

Thanks be to God.  
 

Canticle: The Song of Zechariah (BAS p. 88) Nick 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant.  

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

to give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins.  
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In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel  (BAS p. 68) Tania 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Mk 1:1-8) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" John the baptizer appeared in 

the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the 

whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily Tania 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

The Apostles’ Creed (BAS p. 68) Nick 
Let us confess our faith as we say, 
I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Intercessions and Thanksgivings  Wendy 
Let us join in prayer with God’s faithful people throughout the world, saying “God of Love: hear our 

prayer.” 
 

We pray for the unity of your church, that our life may reflect the love you have shown us. 

God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 

We ask your grace for N our bishop, [N our priest,] and for all who minister in word and in action, that 

we may bear faithful witness to your good news. 

God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 

We seek your peace and justice in our world, our country, and our community, that the needy may 

never be forgotten. 

God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 

We ask your blessing on our homes, our friends and family, and on those who live alone, that we may 

know your presence ever near us. 

God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 

We name before you all whom you have given us to pray for [especially....], knowing that you are doing 

for them better things than we can ask or imagine. 

God of love: Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to you all who have died [especially....], that our trust in you may deepen as you keep 

them safe in your care. 

God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 

We offer our thanks and praise for all you have done for us, rejoicing in the knowledge that you are 

with us always. 

God of love: Hear our prayer. 
 

We look for your purposes to be accomplished, and ask you to fill us with the strength and vision to 

further your reign. 

God of love: Hear our prayer.  
 

Or, intercession or thanksgiving may be offered for 

the Church 

the Queen and all in authority 

the world 

the local community 

those in need 

the departed.  
 

The Collect of the Day  Quitterie 
 

Dieu tout-puissant, qui as envoyé ton serviteur Jean-Baptiste pour préparer ton peuple à accueillir le 

Messie, inspire-nous, qui sommes chargés de répandre ta vérité, afin que nous tournions vers toi nos 

cœurs rebelles. Ainsi, lorsque le Christ reviendra pour nous juger, nous pourrons nous présenter avec 

confiance devant sa gloire, par Jésus-Christ, notre Seigneur, qui vit et règne avec toi et l’Esprit Saint, un 

seul Dieu, pour les siècles des siècles. 

Amen. 
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Or  

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, 

inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when the 

Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence before his glory; who is alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  Wendy 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let  

us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Or And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn #106 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (Verses 1, 2 and 3) 
 

1. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 

Prepare in the desert a highway, 

a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, 

the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places 

where the Lord our God may go! 

2. O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 

ascend to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people 

the coming of their king. 

The works of pride all perish, 

like flowers they shall decay; 

the power and the pomp of nations 

shall pass like a dream away. 

 

3. But your word, O God, is faithful, 

your arm, O Lord, is strong, 

you stand in the midst of the nations 

and you will right the wrong. 

You’ll feed your flock like a shepherd, 

and fold the lambs to your breast; 

in pastures of peace you'll lead them, 

and give to the weary rest. 
 

Text: Is. 40.3-11 para. James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961), alt. 

Music: Henry Hugh Bancroft (1904-1988).  
Used by permission of Eldred Bancroft. © Estate of Henry Hugh Bancroft.  
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Blessing Nick 

Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 

path; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God. 


