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Season of Creation 

Sunday, October 4th, 2020 – St. Francis Day 

Online and In-Person, Service of the Word 1 

We are members of the Laurentian Regional Ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal; our 

churches are located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 

Indigenous peoples, including the Anishinaabeg, the Huron-Wendat, and the Omàmiwininiwak 

(Algonquin), St. Lawrence Iroquoians and Mohawk. Our churches honour, recognize and respect these 

nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we gather today. 

Organist: Mireille Villeneuve  Flautist: Judy Diez d’Aux 

Singers: Georgia Copland, Rive Le Lacheur and David Sinclair 

Host, Slides, Break-out Rooms, Presider and Recorder: The Rev’d Tania Lesack 

Co-Host, Gospel Reader, Preacher, Responder, Muting/Unmuting: The Rev’d Nick Brotherwood 

Readers: France Jobin, Susan Sioui, Astrid Norquay 

Intercessor: Wendy Crooks 

 

The Gathering of the Community (BAS 185) Tania, Presider 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all 

And also with you.  

 

Let us pray. 
We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s Day to praise 

you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in the week 

that is past, and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

COLLECT FOR CREATION 

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang together  

and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us  

to see all things for good, to the honor of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord. Amen. 

 
The Presider gives notice of matters affecting the life and work of the congregation. 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm391
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm391
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm391
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm344
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm344
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm342
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm342
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/agricultural-year#mmm361
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view
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THE PENITENTIAL RITE  

Confession 

Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, and to prosper the work of our soiled hands. 

Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of self-sufficiency so that we may praise him for his 

provision and goodness. Let us acknowledge our sins, saying “God of mercy and justice, we 

confess.”  
 

We praise you God, for the earth that sustains life. Through the planetary cycles of days and 

seasons, renewal and growth, you open your hand to give all creatures our food in the proper 

time. In your Wisdom you gave a Sabbath for the land to rest. But these days our living pushes 

the planet beyond its limits. Our demand for growth, and endless cycle of production and 

consumption are exhausting our world. The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields 

fail, the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify. Humans and animals are forced 

to flee in search of security. We have not allowed the land to observe a Sabbath, and the Earth 

is struggling to renew.  
 

You tell us the land must rest, free from the burden of production. 

We confess our demand that the Earth produce beyond its limits, and our bondage to desire 

more. God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
 

You call us to pause from sowing, pruning, and reaping in ways that destroy the soil. 

We confess our vicious consumption of food and energy.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
 

You assure us that we can be filled from the yield of the land. 

We confess our lack of trust that we can thrive within the Earth’s limits.  
God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
 

You affirm that our security is found in enough. 

We confess our lack of courage to resist the myth of endless growth.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
 

You tell us that the land must not be sold permanently, because the land is Yours, and 

everything in it. 

We confess to thinking of creation as given, instead of a gift.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
 

You call us to leave enough fruit on the vine and in the fields to feed our neighbours, animals, 

and replenish the Earth. 

We confess our failure to share what we receive from the Earth.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 
 

You call us to fairness and justice. 

We confess our lack of faith, not loving you with our whole heart and strength and mind, or 

our human and non-human neighbours as ourselves.  

God of mercy and justice, we confess. 

Turn us from fear and mistrust, and free us to imagine a life reconciled to the Earth and all 

creatures, through the Good News of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 



3 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 

of God (Romans 8:26-27). 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN CP #355 – ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING 
 

1. All creatures of our God and King 

Lift up your voices, let us sing: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Bright burning sun and golden beams 

Pale silver moon that gently gleams, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

4. Earth ever fertile, day by day 

Unfold your blessings on our way, 

O sing now, Alleluia! 

All flowers and fruit that in you grow, 

God’s glory let them also show: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

 

7. Let all things their Creator bless 

And worship God in humbleness 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Praise, God the Father, praise the Son 

And praise the Spirit, Three-in-One 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Text: Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr William Henry Draper (1855-1933), alt. © 1923 (renewed) by 

J. Curwen & Sons, Ltd. Reprinted by permission of G. Shirmer, Inc. (ASCAP) 

Music: Melody Geistliche Kirchengesange, Köln, 1623; 

Harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). Harm. © Oxford University Press. 

Used by Permission. CCLI License #11153361. 

 

The Collect of the Day France 
Dieu tout-puissant, tu as bâti ton Église sur la base des apôtres et des prophètes, Jésus-Christ 

lui-même étant la pierre angulaire principale. Unis-nous dans l'unité spirituelle par leur 

enseignement, afin que nous devenions un saint temple, agréable pour toi; par Jésus-Christ 

notre Seigneur, qui vit et règne avec toi et le Saint-Esprit, un seul Dieu, maintenant et pour 
toujours. Amen. 
Or  

Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join us together in unity of spirit by their 

teaching, that we may become a holy temple, acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Proclamation of the Word 

The First Reading Susan Sioui 
A reading from the book of Isaiah (Is. 5:1-7) 

Let me sing for my beloved 

    my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

    on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

    and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

    and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 

    but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

    and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

    and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard 

    that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

    why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you 

    what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 
    and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

    and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

    it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

    and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

    that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 

    is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

    are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 

    but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 

    but heard a cry! 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm #80:7-14  (BAS p. 813) Astrid 
n7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  

 8  You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

you cast out the nations and planted it.  

 9  You prepared the ground for it; * 

it took root and filled the land.  

10  The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  

11  You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

and its branches to the River.  

12  Why have you broken down its wall, * 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?  

13  The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.  

14  Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; *  

preserve what your right hand has planted.  

Glory to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Reading France 
Lecture tirée de la lettre de Paul aux Philippiens (Phil. 3 :4b-14) 

Si un autre croit pouvoir se confier en lui-même, je le peux davantage, moi, circoncis le 

huitième jour, de la race d’Israël, de la tribu de Benjamin, Hébreu fils d’Hébreux ; pour la loi, 
Pharisien ; pour le zèle, persécuteur de l’Église ; pour la justice qu’on trouve dans la loi, devenu 

irréprochable. Or toutes ces choses qui étaient pour moi des gains, je les ai considérées 

comme une perte à cause du Christ. Mais oui, je considère que tout est perte en regard de ce 

bien suprême qu’est la connaissance de Jésus Christ mon Seigneur. A cause de lui j’ai tout 

perdu, et je considère tout cela comme ordures afin de gagner Christ et d’être trouvé en lui, 

n’ayant pas ma justification à partir de la loi, mais à partir de la foi au Christ, la justice qui vient 

de Dieu et s’appuie sur la foi. Il s’agit de le connaître, lui, et la puissance de sa résurrection, et la 

communion à ses souffrances, de devenir semblable à lui dans sa mort, afin de parvenir, s’il est 

possible, à la résurrection d’entre les morts. Non que j’aie déjà obtenu tout cela ou que je sois 

déjà devenu parfait ; mais je m’élance pour tâcher de le saisir, parce que j’ai été saisi moi-même 

par Jésus Christ. Frères, je n’estime pas l’avoir déjà saisi. Mon seul souci : oubliant le chemin 

parcouru et tout tendu en avant, je m’élance vers le but, en vue du prix attaché à l’appel d’en 

haut que Dieu nous adresse en Jésus Christ.  

La Parole du Seigneur. 

Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 
Or  

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians (Phil. 3:4b-14) 

If anyone has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 

law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 

More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
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Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 

order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 

sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I 

have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 

Jesus.  

The word of the Lord. (or Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.) 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel  (BAS p. 68) Nick 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. (Matt. 21:33-46) 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Jesus said, "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 

went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 

collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 

another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants 

saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 

inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put 

those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 

the produce at the harvest time." Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 

'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes'? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this 

stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." When the chief 

priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 

They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 

prophet. 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily Nick, Preacher 
Theme: Creation Spirituality. 
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Affirmation of Faith 

The Apostles’ Creed (BAS p. 68) Tania 
Let us confess our faith as we say, 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings Wendy 
Intercessions 

We pray in thanksgiving for Mother Earth, in whom all life is rooted, Brother Sun whose energy 

radiates life, Sister Water who nurtures and revives us, and co-creatures with whom we live, 

and for whom we are called to till and keep this garden. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts 

 and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, 

harming no one. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts 

and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this Earth, so precious in 

your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we 

may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of those who look only for 

gain at the expense of the poor and the Earth. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
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Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to 

recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards our infinite 

light. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts  

and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

In the wake of the COVID-19 global pandemic, hear our cries of compassion, and heal our 

world and all creatures. Inspire our hearts with a holy imagination, to rise, freed from the 

demands to produce and consume to imagine a just, sustainable way of living, where all have 

enough, and all may be restored. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts 

 and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our planet. Strengthen us 

with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the creativity to share what we have been 

given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough. And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send 

Your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the ground. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts 
 and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, 
love and peace. Creator of all, enlighten our hearts 

 and fill us with your Spirit. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  Wendy 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Doxology Tania 
Glory to God 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Sending 
Blessing 

May God our creator, who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air, bestow on you his 

care and increase the harvest of your righteousness; and the blessing of God almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN - MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE (THE PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS) 

1. Make me a channel of your peace: 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury, your healing pow'r, 

And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 
 

2 Make me a channel of your peace: 

Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light, 

And where there's sadness, ever joy. 
 

3. Oh, Spirit, grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand, 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 

4. Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

In giving to all that we receive, 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

 

Words: Traditional 

Music:  Sebastian Temple (1967) Arr. DN © 1967 OCP 

 

Dismissal Tania 
Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, 

and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


